improved greatly under treatment by means of an ointment of chrysophanic acid of 20 grains to the ounce, many of the horny masses having been removed, the face and chest having become almost quite clear of the disease, and the hands and feet greatly improved. He hoped that, under careful continuance of this treatment, the disease would be quite removed, but was more doubtful as to the permanence of the improvement.
II. Professor Grainger Stewart also introduced a patient who had lately suffered from marked paralysis of hands and feet, and whose case is described in a paper which was to be brought before the Society at their next meeting. The [FEB. He is a plumber, and had led a sober, steady life, and had never had syphilis. He had a bad attack of rheumatic fever sixteen years ago. All the symptoms have slowly progressed from the commencement of the disease, until there was now the cretinoid expression of face, the thickened, baggy, bulbous skin, the slow dragging walk, the thick, slow, drunken speech, the spade-like hands, and the feeling of numbness all over the body. Dr Clouston, however, (Fig. 6 ). These granules are composed of fatty particles darkly stained by the perosmic acid.
They are evidently situated in spaces which formerly contained nerve cells. Fig. 4 shows a large multipolar nerve cell from the case of locomotor ataxy which I described in the last number of this Journal, undergoing fatty degeneration. In this case the nerve cell still retains its beautifully normal shape; the nucleus is healthy ; the fatty particles, which are seen in the body of the cell, are very much smaller than the fatty globules seen in the case of infantile paralysis (Fig. 5) . Fig. 7 is a transverse section of one of the healthy anterior nerve roots of the case of infantile paralysis (seen in Fig. 1 The truth was, that these popular beliefs were, as a rule, the result of intelligent observation and sagacious inference, and this one, at least, was supported by not only ample testimony, but constantly recurring experience. They were all aware that whilst in some women menstruation was a comparatively local process, in others it was accompanied by characteristic emanations from the rest of the body, and these, proceeding from the hands and reaching the pork in the process of rubbing, could hardly fail to contaminate it. In the same manner, if these emanations be brought into contact with the raw surfaces which seem to be a necessary contingent of parturition, how much more rapidly and certainly will mischief be done! If it affects raw pork, notwithstanding the intervention of salt used in rubbing, how much more rapidly will it be absorbed to the detriment of a living organism. Hence 
